Immanuel Kant
AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION:
WHAT IS ENLIGHTENMENT?
Enlightenment is the human being’s emergence
from his self-incurred minority. Minority is inability
to make use of one’s own understanding without
direction from another. This minority is self-incurred
when its cause lies not in lack of understanding but in
lack of resolution and courage to use it without
direction from another. Sapere aude! [dare to be wise]
Have courage to make use of your own understanding!
is thus the motto of enlightenment.
It is because of laziness and cowardice that so
great a part of humankind, after nature has long since
emancipated them from other people’s direction
(naturaliter maiorennes ), nevertheless gladly remains
minors for life, and that it becomes so easy for others to
set themselves up as their guardians. It is so
comfortable to be a minor! If I have a book that
understands for me, a spiritual advisor who has a
conscience for me, a doctor who decides upon a
regimen for me, and so forth, I need not trouble myself
at all. I need not think, if only I can pay; others will
readily undertake the irksome business for me. That by
far the greatest part of humankind (including the entire
fair sex) should hold the step toward majority to be not

only troublesome but also highly dangerous will soon
be seen to by those guardians who have kindly taken it
upon themselves to supervise them; after they have
made their domesticated animals dumb and carefully
prevented these placid creatures from daring to take a
single step without the walking cart in which they have
confined them, they then show them the danger that
threatens them if they try to walk alone. Now this
danger is not in fact so great, for by a few falls they
would eventually learn to walk; but an example of this
kind makes them timid and usually frightens them away
from any further attempt.
Thus it is difficult for any single individual to
extricate himself from the minority that has become
almost nature to him. He has even grown fond of it and
is really unable for the time being to make use of his
own understanding, because he was never allowed to
make the attempt. Precepts and formulas, those
mechanical instruments of a rational use, or rather
misuse, of his natural endowments, are the ball and
chain of an everlasting minority. And anyone who did
throw them off would still make only an uncertain leap
over even the narrowest ditch, since he would not be
accustomed to free movement of this kind. Hence there
are only a few who have succeeded, by their own
cultivation of their spirit, in extricating themselves from
minority and yet walking confidently.
But that a public should enlighten itself is more

